
 The Cup  
Join us for IGNITE 2017 
     Cup of Cool Water’s annual 

fundraiser is just around the 

corner and we want to invite you 

to join us for dessert, 

entertainment, an update on the 

ministry, and an opportunity to 

learn more about how you can be 

a part of the incredible work 

being done with Spokane’s youth 

experiencing homelessness.   

     As you are probably aware, 

our mission is to boldly love 

youth who are homeless in 

Spokane.  In fact, we walk 

alongside them on their journey 

of reconciliation with 

themselves, God, and society.  At 

our drop-in center, we create an 

environment where this 

reconciliation can take place.  

Simply put, Cup of Col Water is 

a place youth can seek respite 

from the chaos of street life, 

access services to meet many of 

their basic needs, and experience 

God's love through healthy 

relationships.   

     Unfortunately, this year we've 

seen an increase of 34% in youth 

visits to our drop-in center with 

more than 5,500 youth visits as 

of July 31.  In order to meet the 

growing needs of these youth, we 

rely on the generosity of 

individuals and businesses for 

support. Without the assistance 

of community-minded 

individuals like you, we wouldn't 

be able to serve so many of 

Spokane's youth each year. 

     This year’s event is themed 

“Coming Home” because you, 

along with the many churches, 

businesses and individuals who 

support Cup of Cool Water, have 

helped to create a place to call 

home for those who have none. 

We hope that you will be able to 

take part in our annual 

fundraising event, Ignite 2017, 

and experience firsthand the 

passion we have for serving 

youth who are one of our 

community’s most vulnerable 

populations.  

     We are still in need of Table 

Hosts for the event.  If you are 

interested in sharing our ministry 

work with your friends or 

helping them to better understand 

some of the homelessness issues 

in Spokane, we encourage you to 

sponsor a table and invite them 

to atend.  The cost is only $200! 

Individual tickets are also on sale 

for only $20 each. All tickets are 

available for purchase through 

our website: 

www.cupofcoolwater.org.     

     If you prefer to not use the 

online reservation system, you 

can also sponsor a table or buy 

individual tickets by emailing 

Shelby@cupofcoolwater.org or 

calling us at (509) 747-6686 for 

more information.  
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How much of a difference does 

your contribution make? 
   

 

 

 

  by Mark Terrell 

  Founder & President 

  Cup of Cool Water 

 

Dear Ministry Partner, 

  

     Over the last 22 years, I’ve experienced the ups and 

downs of life in ministry that sometimes leave me 

wondering whether or not we really making a difference in 

the lives of young people frequenting Cup of Cool Water.  I 

imagine those who contribute to this ministry in so many 

different ways have wondered the same. So, I want to tell 

you a story in this month’s newsletter that definitively 

answers that question.  For the sake of really grasping the 

impact you’re having on young lives in Spokane, I ask you 

try to visualize the short story that follows by placing 

yourself into the story as one of our staff or volunteers. 

     It is about 2:30 in the afternoon on an unseemingly hot 

summer day. A young lady, clearly well into her pregnancy, 

is walking uncomfortably down 2nd Ave approaching the 

entrance to Cup of Cool Water. You are there to open the 

door for her and greet her with a cheery and comforting 

voice, “Samantha, welcome. It is great to see you today.”   

     She makes her way up the steep flight of stairs with a 

firm, supportive grip on the handrail.  As she checks in her 

bag, you look for her name in the computer and ask how 

her pregnancy is going. She responds in an exhausted tone,         

“Good! I am seven months along and cannot wait for it to 

be over.” 

     She then turns and enters the drop-in center, stopping 

briefly to add her name to the shower list before getting 

some lunch.  

     It’s a busy day at Cup, but eventually the check-in desk 

slows down. You’re able to take a break so you grab some 

food and join Samantha for lunch. Throughout your 

conversation you listen intently to her stories, laugh with 

her, and even feel some of her pain as she shares regrets 

and a few of her less fond memories. 

     As the conversation comes to its natural conclusion she 

says, “You know,...for all the years I was homeless as a 

teenager, Cup of Cool Water was my home. Now that I 

have an apartment, it is still my home. It is the place where 

I come to learn about God, love, and friendship.” 

     It is in this moment that you are once again affirmed, as 

so often is the case, knowing without a doubt that 

everything you invest in the youth coming to Cup of Cool 

Water is worth it - it's all worth it. Even more so, as 

emotions stir within you, you realize how much you are 

blessed to serve these young people God brings through the 

front door. 

     This story is based on a recent visit I had with a young 

woman who is part of our community here at Cup of Cool 

Water. Although she only occasionally visits since moving 

into stable housing, I thought it important to share her story 

with you, because it’s really your story as well.  

     Although Cup of Cool Water’s staff and volunteers 

directly experiencing these conversations and life-changing 

transformations first-hand, you are an essential part of 

it.  Yes, every time you send in a donation you make this 

ministry possible. You are the one who is here warmly 

greeting youth who are homeless as they arrive, making 

them feel welcome, providing them with a hot meal, 

providing them access to laundry and shower facilities, 

providing haircuts and clothing, and providing a place to 

call home for those who have none.  Yes, you are providing 

a place where they can experience God’s love and healthy 

relationships while having a few of their many needs met.  

     As the summer comes to a close, please remember how 

important the work you are doing with us here, because 

without your financial support we are unable to serve the 

Samantha’s of Spokane. 

  

May God Bless You and Keep You. 

  

In Christ, 

Mark 



Grocery Outlet “Independence from Hunger” drive fills CCW pantry  
     We are very thankful for Grocery Outlet, one of our many business partners 

located in downtown Spokane, for their commitment to tackling the issue 

hunger faced by so many youth in our community.  Even those youth who were 

recently housed in the city’s “100 Day Challenge” still face the issue of food 

insecurity.  This food drive filled our pantry that provides food to housed youth 

who are still in significant need.  Furthermore, it provided thousands of dollars 

in donations in the form of a Grocery Outlet gift card that will help us feed 

youth throughout the winter months.  Thank you for all of you who shopped out 

Grocery Outlet to support Cup of cool Water.  

Encountering people who are suffering 
 

 

 

 

     by Jeremy Clark 

     Volunteer Coordinator & 

     Youth Advocate 

     Cup of Cool Water 

      

     What do you say to someone who is suffering more 

than you have ever suffered? As a Christian and a 

person working in ministry, I face this question almost 

daily. 

     Yesterday I started a conversation with a Cup of 

Cool Water client in typical fashion. I asked Tom (not 

his real name) how his day was going. As the 

conversation progressed with this person I know very 

well, I realized that he is in deep pain. He deals with a 

drug addiction and he has become everything he 

despises. How do I as someone who is privileged 

enough to have a loving family, a college education, a 

steady income, and no drug addiction, speak into this 

person’s life with love and truth? 

     I believe there are ways to speak hope to anyone 

but it isn’t always immediately apparent. When 

someone says to me, “I don’t want to believe in God, 

if he exists, he has dealt me a bad hand from day one 

and he is a vindictive bastard,” my knee jerk reaction 

is to retreat into my own world where this isn’t the 

case. I want to ignore these very real tensions because 

they cause me to doubt. I am usually a person of feeble 

faith. I have gone through a lot in my life, and at 

different times, my faith has been strong, but far from 

unshakable. When I hear these stories of pain and 

anger, I easily forget the gospel. 

     I was participating in an independent study at 

Whitworth last spring and this issue came up. I was 

reminded that the God of the Bible is a God of hope.         

I have not been through the same things Tom has, but 

Jesus is someone who not only stands with Tom but 

also has suffered with him. No person is beyond Jesus’ 

grasp. 

     I have had both positive and negative responses 

when I point out that Jesus has suffered in every way 

we have, and more. It is easily dismissed because it 

feels like a pat answer to a lifetime of suffering. 

     What I am starting to realize though, is that it is our 

job as Christians to show the “Toms” of the world who 

Jesus is through moving toward them in love and 

speaking in truth. We do this through persistent 

gestures of love, mercy and grace. We do this through 

consistency and continuing to dive into difficult 

conversations we are uncomfortable with. Sharing a 

meal is one way to do this, saying “I love you” to 

someone you aren’t convinced you actually love and 

learning to be convinced by your words. Forgiving 

someone when they offend you. 

     In my relationship with Tom, I felt confident trying 

a few of these things. He asked me for forgiveness 

because of some lies he had told me, and I forgave 

him. I let him know that Jesus loves him and that I 

love him. We talked about Dragon Ball Z (not all of 

the conversation was serious). I talked to him about 

going to treatment, which didn’t sit well with him. 

When the conversation was over, we didn’t seem to 

“get anywhere.” Except he was visibly encouraged, 

but I believe most of this was because of our 

consistent relationship. I was able to show him who 

Jesus was through my intentional gestures. 

My encouragement to anyone wondering what to say 

to someone who is suffering is to dive into those 

difficult conversations without fear of not knowing 

what to say, be consistent in showing up and trust that 

the Holy Spirit is with you and working in you. 
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Peak 7 Adventures provided Cup of 
Cool Water youth with the opportunity 
to experience climbing with their team 
of leaders in July.  Feedback from 
youth declared the trip to be nothing 
short of amazing.  

What’s up at Cup? 
CWB strengthens youth connections 
     Cool Water Bikes continues to make 

significant strides with youth in the 

downtown community.  During the four 

months since reopening April 1, eight youth 

have earned bikes, more than a dozen have 

spent time volunteering at the shop and 

scores of others have “dropped-in” on a 

regular basis.   

     In June, David and Rachel made a “job 

training” test run with a few youth in the 

hopes of developing a more robust program.  

With some additional program development 

and funding, CWB hopes to begin job 

training with CCW youth by late Fall of this 

year. 

     Most recently, David, Randy, and two 

youth, April and Will, participated in the First Assembly of God  

neighborhood yard sale, a free event intended to benefit the less 

fortunate.  They teamed up with members of the church to provide free 

bike repair services to the Emerson Garfield neighborhood.  

CCW teams up with Peak 7 


